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Radha Krsna’s Swing Pastimes
ragini kamoda — tala chuta dasa kusi

NAVA GHANA KANANA SOHANA KUNJA;
VIKASITA KUSUMA MADHUKARA GUNJA
NAVA NAVA PALLAVE SOBHITA DALA;
SARI SUKA PIKA GAOYE RASALA
TAHI BOLI APARUPA RATANA HINDOLA;
TA'PORA BAITHALO YUGALA KISORA
VRAJA RAMANI-GANA DEOTA JHAKORA;
GIRATA JANI DHANI KOROTAHI KORA
KOTO KOTO UPAJALA RASA PARASANGA;
GOVINDA DASA TAHI DEKHOTO RANGA




2 Jhulana lila padas

"In the new deep forest is a beautiful kufija where the flowers blossom and the
bees buzz. On the fresh leaves on the beautiful branches the female Sari-parrots and
the male Suka parrots sing delicious songs. Here is a wonderful jewelled swing, on
which the Yugala KiSora is seated. The Vraja-gopis give a push, and Radha takes shelter
of Krsna's lap, afraid that She will fall. How many rasika talks are being held? Govinda
dasa blissfully beholds it." (3)

N ))
\ﬁ\

S

mayura — tala dasa kusi

VIPINA BIHARA, KOROTO NANDA NANDANA,
SUVADANI DHANI KORI SANGA
SAKALA KALAVATI, DUHUN PREMA ARATI,

MANA MAHA UPAJALA RANGA

"Nanda Nandana sports in the forest with fair-faced fortunate Radha, and all the

artful girls are very happy at heart to see Their loving eagerness."

RATANA HINDOLA'PORA, BAITHALO DUHUN JANA,
SAKHIGANA DEOTO JHAKORI
GAGANAHI MAGANA SAGHANA RAJANI KORO,

ANANDE KOROTO NEHARI

"Radha and Krsna are seated on the swing and the sakhis swing Them. Blissfully

they watch the cloudy night merge into the sky.

DEKHO DEKHO APARUPA CHANDE
MADANA MOHANA HERI, MATALA MANASIJA,
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KANU NEHARE MUKHA-CANDE

"Behold, behold this wonderful fashion! Seeing Madana Mohana, Cupid is

completely perplexed, especially when he sees His moon-like face!"

VARIDA GARAJI, GARAJI GHANA GHERALO,
BUNDA BUNDA KORU PATA
KOHO SIVARAMA, MALAYACALA DUHUN PARA,

MRDU MRDU KARATOHI BATA

"The rain is drizzling, the clouds are rumbling and thick drops of rain are falling.

Sivarama says: "The Malayan breezes are softly fanning Them." (4)
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ragini mallara — tala eka tala

DEKHO SAKHI JHULATA YUGALA KISORA;
NILAMANI JADAOLA KANCANA JORA
LALITA VISAKHA SAKHI JHULAYATA SUKHE
ANANDE MAGANA HERI DONHE DONHA MUKHE

"Look, O sakhi, at the Yugala KiSora on the swing, resembling a sapphire
embraced by gold! Lalita and Visakha blissfully push the swing, while the Divine Pair

is absorbed in bliss, admiring Each other's faces!"

GARAJATA GAGANE SAGHANE GHANA GHORA;
RANGINI SANGINI GHERATA CAUTTARA
VIVIDHA KUSUME SABE RACIYA HINDOLA

DOLAYA YUGALA SAKHI ANANDE VIBHOLA
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"Clouds loudly rumble in the sky as Rangini (playful Radhika) sits on the swing,
that is decorated with different flowers, surrounded by Her girlfriends that are

ecstatically swinging the Divine Pair."

JHULAOTA SAKHIGANA KARATALI DIYA;
SUVADANI KOHE PACHE GIRAYE BANDHUYA
VIGALITA DUKULA UDITA SVEDA BINDU;
AMIYA JHARAYE YENO DUHUN MUKHA INDU

"The sakhis are pushing the swing with their hand-palms (so hard that) Suvadani
(fair-faced Radhika) says (to Krsna): "O friend! We will fall backwards!" Their garments
loosen and the sweat drops that appear on Their moon-like faces resemble drops of

nectar."

HERI SAB SAKHIGANA DONHAKARA SRAMA;
CAMARA VIJANA LEI KOROYE SEVANA
BHRAMARA KOKILA SAB BOSI TARU DALE;
RATI JAYA RADHA-KRSNA RADHA KRSNA BOLE
KOHE JAGANNATHA KOBE HOBE SUBHA DINE;
SAKHI SAHE DONHAKARE HERIBO VIPINE

"Seeing how the Divine Pair perspires of fatigue, all the sakhis begin to serve
Them by fanning Them with yaktail fans. The bumblebees and cuckoos are sitting on
the branches of the trees and are singing: "Jaya Radha Krsna! Jaya Radha Krsna!" with
great love. Jagannatha dasa says: "When will that blessed day be mine when I can see
Them both in the forest with the sakhis?" (5)
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DEKHO SAKHI JHULATO RADHA-SYAMA —
VIVIDHA YANTRA, SUMELI SUSVARA,
TANA MANA SUTHAMA

"Look, O sakhi, how Radha-Syama are swinging! Various musical instruments
are being played, and songs are sung with beautiful voices and with nice rhythms and

tunes."
ASADHA GATA PUNAH MAHA SANANA
SUKHADA YAMUNA TIRA
CANDA RAJANI, SUKHAMAYA SUKHODAYA,
MANDA MALAYA SAMIRA

"The month of Asadha (June-July, when it is very hot) is gone and the Sravana
month (July-August) has come on the delightful bank of the Yamuna. The moon is

rising in the blissful night sky and a gentle Malayan (southern) breeze is blowing."

PARIPURNA SAROVARA, PRAPHULLITA TARU VARA
GAGANE GARAJE GABHIRA
GHORA GHATA GHANA, DAMINI DAMAKATA,

BINDU BARIKHATA NIRA

"The lakes are full and the trees are blooming (due to profuse rain at that time
of the year) and the clouds rumble deeply in the sky. The lightning flashes and drops

of rain are showered."

TAHI KALPADRUMA, TALA CHAYA SUSITALA
RACITA RATANAHI DORA

JHULAYE TACHU PARA, GORI SYAMARA,
JHULAYE SAKHI DUI ORA
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"A swing is hung there on jewelled ropes in the cool shade of a wish-yielding
tree. On it Gauri Radha and Syama Krsna are seated and pushed by sakhis who stand

on each side."

TADITA GHANA JANU, DOLAYE DUHU TANU,
ADHARE MRDU MRDU HASA
VADANA HEMA NiLA, KAMALA VIKASITA

SVEDA BINDU PARAKASA

"Their bodies resemble the lightning (Radha) and the clouds (Krsna) as They
oscillate on the swing. Their faces, that resemble golden and blue lotus flowers, show

drops of perspiration and are adorned with tenderly smiling lips."

CHARAMA HERI KOI, VIJANA VIJAI
KARPURA TAMBULA YOGAY
SURATA MEGHA, MALLARA GAOTA
MOHANA MRDANGA BAJAY

"Some sakhi, seeing that the swinging reaches a climax, starts fanning, others
offer betel-leaves, and others sing the surata, megha and mallara ragas while playing

fascinating mrdariga."

KUSUMA CAYA VARA, HARA NATA KOTO
BHRAMARA GUNA GUNA ROL
HAMSA SIKHI SARASA, SUSVARA SABADITA

DADURI GHANA GHANA BOL

"Radha and Krsna wear excellent flower-garlands that dance in so many ways
(along with the oscillating swing) while the bees buzz around them. Swans, peacocks

and cranes sing with beautiful voices and the frogs croak loudly."

DUHUN BHALE CANDANA, CANDA CAMAKITA
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TILAKA RACITA KAPOLA
CANCALA MUKUTA, SUCARU CANDRIKA
PITHA PORA VENI DOLA

"Radha and Krsna wear sandalwood-tilaka on Their foreheads that astonishes
even the moon. Krsna wears a beautiful wiggling peacock-feather crown and Radha has

a braid that dangles on Her back down to Her buttocks."

DUHUN SRAVANE KUNDALA, CAPALA JHALAMALA,
HRDAYE SASIMANI HARA
JHALAKE ABHARANA, JHANKRTA JHANA JHANA
JHUKITA JHULANA VIHARA

"Their restlessly dangling earrings shimmer on Their ears and They wear moon-
stone necklaces on Their chests. Their ornaments glitter and chime along with the

rhythm of the swinging. In this way the Jhulan-pastimes is ended."

KOI CANDANA GHARSANA, SUGANDHI CHIRAKATA,
SYAMA GORI ANGA HERI
SAKHI BHASA INGITAHI, DASA UDDHAVA,

KOROTO KUSUMA DHERI

"Some sakhis grind fragrant sandalwood. Looking at the limbs of Syama and

Gauri some sakhi gives a verbal hint to Uddhava Dasa to go and pick flowers."
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AJU LALITA HINDOLA MAJHA
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RANGE JHULATO NAGARA RAJA
RAI SUVADANI VAMA PASA
KOTO HU ANANDA SAYARE BHASA

"Today Lalita blissfully pushes Nagara Raja as He sits on the swing with Fair-

faced Rai on His left side, floating in an ocean of bliss."

KIBA ADABHUTA DUHUKA SOBHA

NAHIKO UPAMA BHUVANE LOBHA

DUHUKA VADANA DUHU SE HERI
HASI CUMBA DEI BERI BERI

"How wonderful is Their beauty! Nothing in the world can compare to Them!

Looking at Each other's faces they laugh and kiss Each other time and again."

ANKHI BHANGI KORI KOTEKO BHANTI
KOHE GADA GADA RABHASE MATI
LALITADI SAKHI SE SUKHE BHASI
NEHARE DOHARA VADANA SASI

"The Divine Pair makes so many gestures with the eyes and speak so many
disordered words with faltering voices. Lalita and the other sakhis float in bliss as they

behold Their moon-like faces."

RANGE JHULAYATO MANDA MANDA
MILIYA GAOYATE PADA SUCHANDA
BAJATE VENU VINA UPANGA
MADHURA MRDANGA MURAJA CANGA

"Blissfully and slowly They swing and together They sing nicely composed songs,

play flute, Vina, Upanga and sweet Mrdanga- and Muraja-drums."
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KEHO NACE KOTO BHANGI KORI
ATI MOHITA TA DOHE HERI
SURA-NARI NIJA GANA SANGE
PUSPA VRSTI KOROTO RANGE
JAYA SABADA VRNDAVANA BHARI
SUNI RANGE MATE NARAHARI

"Some are dancing, making so many gestures, looking at the Divine Pair in total
fascination, while the goddesses in the sky blissfully shower flowers. The whole of

Vrndavana is filled with the sounds of 'Jaya', and Narahari is raving when he hears it."
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(Chorus) AJU KUNJE RADHA — MADHAVA JHULARI
(JHULARI JHULARI JHULARI JHULARI)
AJU KUNJE RADHA — MADHAVA JHULARI

"Today Radha and Madhava are swinging in the kufija."

SAKHIGANA MELI KOROTO GANA
GHANA GHANA MURALI SANA
LOCANE LOCANA TODAI MANA

NASAYA VESARA LOLARI

"The sakhis meet and sing while the flute plays incessantly. Meeting eyes uproot

pique and pearls dangle under Their noses."

HINDOLA RACITA KUSUMA PUNJA
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ALI KULA TAHE VIHARE GUNJA
SARI SUKA PIKA BEDHALO KUNJA
GHERI GHERI GHERI BOLARI

"The swing is made of lots of flowers and swarms of buzzing bees enjoy there.
The female Sari-parrots, the male Suka parrots and the cuckoos fly around in the kuiija,

surrounding them and singing."

JHULANA DHAMAKE CAMAKE RAI,
VIHASI MADHAVA DHARAI TAI
ANANDE AVASA PARASA PAI
CAPI DHARAI KOLARI

"On the swing Radha is alarmed and scolds Madhava, Who laughs and holds Her.
He becomes overwhelmed with bliss when He touches Her and keeps Her pressed on
His lap."
PRIYA SAHACARI TANAI DORI
ALASE AVASA HOILA GORI
GHUMAOLO DHANI RASE VIBHORI

DINA KRSNA DASA BOLARI

"The priya sakhis pull the ropes of the swing and Gori Rai becomes overwhelmed

with fatigue. Dina Krsna dasa sings: Absorbed in rasa Dhani Rai fell asleep."
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MANERA ANANDA, SAKHI MANDA MANDA,
JHULAYATO DUHUN SUKHE
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VEGA AVASESA, PAI AVAKASE,
TAMBULA DEYAI MUKHE

"Blissfully the sakhis reduce the speed of the swing, to the pleasure of the Divine
Pair. Now that the swing has slowed down they find the opportunity to place betel-

leaves in Their mouths."

ARA SAKHIGANA, SUGANDHI CANDANA,
PARAGADI LOIYA KORE
NAGARA NAGARI, ANGERA UPAR]I,
VARIKHE ANANDA BHARE

"Other sakhis take fragrant sandal-paste and flower-pollen within their hands

and blissfully shower this over the bodies of our Hero and Heroine."

KONA SAKHIGANA, KOROYE NARTANA
MOHANA MRDANGA BAY
VIVIDHA YANTRETE, RAGA TANA TATE

ALAPI SUSVARE GAY

"Some sakhis dance and play enchanting Mrdanga-drums, singing along with the

rhythms and tunes of different musical instruments with nice voices."

HERIYA VIHVALA, DEVA NARI KULA,
URDHVA-PATHE SABE RAHE
PUSPA VARISANA, KORE ANUKSANA

E DASA UDDHAVA KOHE

"Seeing this, the goddesses in the sky become ecstatic as they hover in the sky.

Uddhava dasa says: They are showering flowers all of the time!"
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Descending from the Swing

(This kirtana concludes the Jhulana Festival)

JHULANA HOITE, NAMILA TURITE,
RASAVATI RASA-RAJA,

RATANA ASANE, BOSILA JATANE,
RATANA MANDIRA MAJHA
SU-CAMARA LOI, BIJANA BIJAI,
SEVA PARAYANA SAKHI
SUBASITA JALE, BADANA PAKHALE,
BASANE MOCHAIYA DEKHI
THARI BHORI KOI, VIVIDHA MITHAI,
DHARI DUHU SANMUKHE
SAKHIGANA, KOTOHU KAUTUKE,
BHOJANA KORILO SUKHE
TAMBULA SAJAIYA, KONO SAKHI LOIYA,
DOHARA BADANE DILO
EI KESA KUSUME, APADA VADANE,
NICHIYA NICHIYA NILO
KUSUMA TALAPE, ALAPE ALAPE,
BOSILA RADHIKA SYAMA
ALASE ISATO, NAYANA MUDILA,
HERIYA MOHITA KAMA
DEKHI SAKHIGANA, KOTOHU JATANE,
SUTAYALO DUHU TAYA
SAKHIRA INGITE, CARANA SEVITE,
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EI DASA VAISNAVA DHAY

“Rasavati Radha and Rasa-raja Sri Krsna swiftly descend from Their swing, enter
a jewelled chapel, and sit on jewelled seats there. The sakhis, who are always
surrendered to service, then fan Them with camara-whisks. One sakhi washes Their
faces with scented water, and then wipes Their faces with a soft cloth. Then large plates
filled with various sweets are brought before Them, from which the sakhis then
blissfully feed Radha and Krsna Their feast. Afterwards, a sakhi places betel-leaves into
Their mouths. Radhika-and Syama are then adorned from head to toe with flowers and
are brought to a bed of flowers. When Cupid then sees how They slightly close Their
eyes of fatigue, he is wholly captivated! When the sakhis see this too, they carefully lay
the Divine Pair down on the bed and, on the sakhis’ indication, Vaisnava das comes

running to serve Their lotus-feet!”

All Jhulan padas translated by Advaitadas



