Srila Ananda Gopala Gosvami Prabhupada appeared in the 12% generation of
direct descendants of Sri Advaita Acarya Prabhu in the holy town of Vrndavana on
the sacred day of Padmanabha Ekadasi in October, 1897 as the fourth and youngest
son of Prabhupada Nilakanta Gosvami and Smt. Syama-vinodini Gosvamini. At the
age of fourteen he moved with his parents to the holy town of Navadvipa, where his
father established Syama Vinodini Kufija in the center of town. The place was also
named after him, Nilakanta Kufija. The deities of Sri Sri Radha-Madan Gopal were
flanked with the asta-sakhis, eight principal girlfriends of the Lord. Srila Ananda
Gopala Gosvami studied under his elder uncle. As is the tradition in their branch of

the Advaita Vams$a, the young men, representing Lord Sadasiva (Advaita Prabhu) are
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married to young brahmana-women of the Sakta tradition, representing Durga Devi,
and so Prabhupada was married to Smt. Pratibha Sundari Gosvamini. They had four
children, three sons and one daughter. Little is known about Prabhupada’s life, just a
few following accounts are there of eye-witnesses like his disciple Giriraja Baba, Gopal
Chandra Ghosh from the Vrndavana Research Institute and the renowned Vaisnava

publisher Syamlal Hakim, all from Vrndavana.

Syama Vinodini Kufja or Nilakanta Kuiija

S$ri Ananda Gopala Gosvami was totally averse to professional Guru-ship and
never asked any donations from his disciples, although many of them were wealthy.
Giriraja Baba: “I have wandered throughout India for 20 years, from Kashmir in the
north to Kanyakumari in the south, nowhere I have found such saints as father (Sri
Ananda Gopala Gosvami) and mother (his wife)! Such devotion! Such renunciation!
They had no bank account, nothing in the post office, no land, no house, yet the service
of their family deities Sri-Sri Radha-Madangopala was going on! At that time the
siddha mahatma Varm$idasa Babaji was doing his bhagjana in Navadvipa — he was
serving deities of Sri-Sri Gaura Nitai. One day he was offering bhoga to his deity when
Mahaprabhu said: “Take this away, I won’t eat this!” Vams$idasa Baba: “Why not?”
Mahaprabhu: “Because in Syama Vinodini Kufija (the abode of Srila Ananda Gopala
Gosvami) Madangopal has not eaten! (viz. Sri Ananda Gopala Gosvami was so poor
that he had no money to offer anything to the deities, let alone feed his family)” So at
9 p.m. that evening Vams$idas Baba sent one bag of rice, a tin of oil, a tin of ghi, dal,

spices and so to Syama-vinodini Kuiija. Out of great modesty and dispassion Sri

2



Sri Ananda Gopal Gosvami hagiography

Ananda Gopala Gosvami refused the donation — only when Varn$idas Babaji’s servant
explained that Gaura-Nitai would otherwise not eat, he accepted it. Mother (his wife)
then cooked bhoga with her usual devotion and expertise, but until then Prabhupada
had not accepted any gifts or money from anyone. On the contrary, whenever he
received a large donation he immediately spent it on the service of the deities in the

temple or the Vaisnavas.”

In 1933 Srila Ananda Gopala Gosvami was in Vraja, lecturing on Caitanya

Caritamrta during a spontaneous festival in honour of the deceased Madhava dasa

in the middle, wearing a beard and having his

eldest son Kisora Gopala on his lap)
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In 1937 Srila Ananda Gopala Gosvami
assisted the famous Vaisnava researcher,
author and publisher Srila Haridas Dasji with

* the bhavartha (deep transcendental meaning)

of Srila Raghunatha Das Gosvami’s Dana Keli
Cintamani. Despite their updsand bheda (different modes of worship), Srila Ananda
Gopal Gosvami had a deep friendship with the leading Nityananda Varmsa Gosvami of

the time, Srila Yadu Gopala Gosvami.

$ri Ananda Gopala Gosvami rose daily at 3 a.m., took a bath and sat down to
do his bhajana — no family member or disciple could disturb him until 8 a.m. Tears
streamed from his eyes as he was immersed in meditation. At 10 a.m. he would eat
some prasadi fruits and sweets of Madangopal. He would not eat until he had finished
his whole japa. After this he was available for his family and disciples. He attained

mantra darsana by performing purascaranal. He did not train his three sons — KiSora

1 Mantra dar$ana — realization of the deity of a mantra.

Purascarana — nonstop marathon recital of a large number of mantras.
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Gopala, Govinda Gopala and Nikufijja Gopala - for their upcoming duties as dcaryas
by systematically teaching them S$astra — they learned all by hearing their father’s
renowned pathas (lectures). The rest was self-manifest. Also in Navadvipa Srila
Ananda Gopala Gosvami lectured on Radharasa Sudhanidhi and his favourite pastime

from Ananda Vrndavana Campii: the Vasanta Lila.

The family spent one full year in Sri Vrndavana, in a small house near the
Bhajan Ashram; it was then that Srila Ananda Gopala Gosvami gave his famous pathas
on Vilapa Kusumaiijali. The famous author/publisher Syama dasa from Vrndavana
recalls:

"In 1954, in Vrndavana's Sri-Sri Radha-Damodara Mandira, I was so fortunate
to hear matchless pdathas (lectures) on Sri Vilapa Kusumanjali from the mouth of
Advaita Prabhupada Vams$avatarnsa Acarya Pravara Piijyapada Sri Ananda Gopala
Prabhuji. Many learned dacaryas and Gosvamis, not only of the Gaudiya Sampradaya,
but also of the Sri Nimbarka and Sri Radha Ballabha sampraddayas came there.
Everyone was astonished to hear the sweet and essential explanations of each and
every Sloka that emanated from Sri Acaryapada's mouth. They had a smoke-screen of
different ideas about the superiority of madhura rasa on the canvas of their hearts,
which they had accrued from different descriptions they had heard, but now this
smoke screen became faint. They loudly had to confess that the most brilliant stream
of madhura rasa emanates from the Gaudiya Gosvamis. Where the rasa-stream of other
lectures stopped is where Sri Ananda Gopala Gosvami started, because it was self-
manifest that the updsana (mode of worship) of radha-dasya is greater than sakhi bhava
and stands above all. In each $loka Sri Acaryapada led them through the course of the
astakadlika lila and solved all the problems and questions that the mafijari bhava
sadhakas had in their sadhana by drawing live pictures of mafijari bhava for them. Thus
he blessed them forever by depicting to them the sequence of devotional services and
the places where direct devotional service in Priya Priyatama's nikufija-pastimes are

rendered.”?

2 From Sri Syama dasa's introduction to Vilapa Kusumaidijali (Hindi) published by Vraja Gaurava

Publications, Vrndavana. Quoted with permission of the author.
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The Srutidhara (person who can remember and recite a text after a single
hearing) Sri Nivarana Babu made elaborate notes of these lectures, which were later
shown to, and approved by, Srila Ananda Gopala Gosvami.

The late Krsna das Madrasi Baba of Radhakunda was for long the sole proprietor
of the incomparably valuable treasure of these elaborate notes. Sri Nivarana Babu,
who was himself a disciple of Sri Ananda Gopal Prabhu, spoke this sacred text to a
Bengali Gosvami, who wrote them down in Bengali script. Around the early 1970's Sri
Ananta das Panditji had begun to give path (devotional lectures) in Radhakunda's
Govindaji Mandir, and the Vaisnavas wanted to hear Vilapa Kusumanjali from him.
Krsna das Madrasi Baba told Panditji that a Gosvami in Vrndavana had the notes of
Ananda Gopal Gosvami's lectures on Vilapa Kusumanjali. A srutidhara (Nivaran Babu)
had noted it down, but he passed away and now it was in the hands of the Gosvami.
Panditji went to Vrndavana and told the Gosvami that he was serving the Vaisnavas
at Radhakunda (with path) and hence he wanted to have the notes. Gosvamiji declined,
afraid it would be broadcast, but since he came from Radhakunda and was a Vaisnava
he could look at it and read it. Panditji said: "I don't have the memory of the rsi yuga
(previous age when all could be learned from a single hearing or reading)", so he read
it but could not remember all of it. When he returned to Radhakunda Krsna dasa
Madrasi Baba asked him what happened and Panditji said: "He will not give it." Krsna
dasa Baba laughed and said: "You see, it is with me—if you like I can read it to you,
but it is written in Malayalam script."

Now one day the Gosvami in Vrndavana had left the notebook outside, and by
chance a monkey took it along and dropped it at the place where Krsna das Baba's
brother Haridas resided. Although Haridas was from Kerala, he could read Bengali.
Gosvamiji searched everywhere and finally heard that the monkey had dropped it at
Haridas' place, so he came to Haridasji and said: "Look, return the notebook to me. It
is very dear to me, I don't give it to anyone." Haridasji replied: "Look, if you consider
it properly this notebook is now mine. I did not steal it — why, after all, did the monkey
bring the notebook to me? Consider it duly, the notebook is now mine." There was
nothing Gosaiji could do. But Haridasji agreed to return the notebook to him after
copying it. Gosaiji objected: "Why should you copy it? It will be broadcast all over the
place." Haridas replied: "No problem. I will copy it in Malayalam (that Bengali
Vaisnavas cannot read)." Gosaiji said: "That is good. If you copy it in Malayalam I will
let you copy it, not if you copy it in Bengali." So he let Krsna das and Haridas copy it

out in Malayalam script. The script is Malayalam, but the language is Bengali, so there
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was no problem for Panditji to understand it when Krsna das Baba read it to him.
Panditji used to give path at that time in Govindaji Mandira from 2.30 to 3.30 p.m.
Then he would take a little rest and at 4 he would come to Krsna das Baba and write
down what he dictated. The final page was torn out by the monkey and was somehow
rewritten.3 Krsna das Madrasi Baba himself said of it:

"Our Mahant (Ananta das Babaji) Maharaj heard these notes at Sri Vrindavan,
but could not get them, so with a broken heart he returned here (to $ri Radhakund),
where this humble self informed him that the same notes are here. When they were
given to him there was a complete change in his hari katha. Then he wrote
commentaries first on Sri Radha Rasa Sudhanidhi and then on $ri Vilapa Kusumaiijali,

Sri Stavavali and Stavamala."

7,
ﬁo

Krsna das Madrasi Baba of Radhakunda: "Ananda Gopal Gosvami had such
nistha in mafijari bhava, that if someone asked him during patha to talk about Krsna's

balya-lila, he stood up from his vyasasana and walked out."
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Giriraj Baba: “Ananda Gopal Gosvami stayed only once in Vraja — the rest of
his life he preached in Bengal. In Calcutta there was the Madan Gopal Sevak Sangha
— Prabhupada lectured there on Vilapa Kusumaiijali, Gopala Campi, Ananda

Vrndavana Campii etc.”

1
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Gopal Ghosh, Vrndavana Research Institute: “My father, bank manager
Sacindranath Ghosh, had an intimate friend named Amiya Gopal Chaudhuri, who was
a back-neighbor and close friend of Ananda Gopal Gosvami in Vrndavana. He lived in
a place called Siirya Kufija and used to attend the kirtans and festivals in Syama
Vinodini Kunja. Radharamana Gosvami, an Advaita Vams$a Gosvami from the branch
of Balaram Misra, was a great singer of Caitanya Mangal. He used to do wonderful

kirtans of Krsna-lila and Gaura-lila that were attended by Ananda Gopal Gosvami and

3 Noted from a lecture by Pandit Ananta das Babaji at Radhakunda, April 12, 1999.
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his son KiSora Gopal Gosvami. At that time, around 1950, Ananda Gopal Gosvami
organized the annual festival for Advaita Prabhu’s appearance in Vrndavana. He gave
wonderful lectures on Vilapa Kusumaijali and Radharasa Sudhanidhi in the Radha-
Damodara temple for one fortnight. All the Gosvamis of the Radha-Vallabha temple
(who believe that Radharasa Sudhanidhi was composed by Hita Harivams$a Gosvami
instead of Prabodhananda Sarasvati, as is claimed by the Gaudiya Vaisnavas) attended.
They all offered their obeisances to Prabhu. About the disputed authorship of
Radharasa Sudhanidhi Ananda Gopal Gosvami told them: “Some person may come to
a mango grove and inquire: “How many trees are there, how many fruits are there in
them? Who constructed this grove? How are the fruits sold and who is the owner?”
while another, who is very tired, will just come and purchase the mangoes, offer them,
sit under a tree and say: “Aha, how sweet are these mangoes!” So similarly, Radharasa
Sudhanidhi is a wonderful book, born by the grace of ‘Sri Radharani, whoever may
have composed it. What matters is the relish of its contents — it is necessary to relish
it. We need to become qualified to extract the rasa from this book. Radha-dasya is the
goal of our lives and Madangopal becomes subdued by us if we can meditate on the
footsoles of Radharani. Radhd-ddsya is our only shelter.” Ananda Gopal Gosvami said
that again and again. His lectures were so amazing that all the Vrajavasis exclaimed
“Jay Radhe! Jay Radhe!” Everyone was stunned and speechless with admiration
because of his lectures and they would anoint him with sandalwood-pulp and flower

garlands.”
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Ananda Gopal Gosvami sitting left of Pran Gopal Gosvami (with long hair and Brahmin thread), 1920s

“Ananda Gopal Gosvami’s first disciple was a babdji named Advaita Das. He
lived at the western bank of Brahmakunda; he was very renounced and came to Vraja
as a teen to study the Gosvamis’ books. He took bhekh from Madhava das Babaji and
used to beg the ingredients for Sitanatha’s utsava. He was very devoted to his Guru
and was always present during Ananda Gopal Gosvami’s pdthas to serve by making all
necessary arrangements while the patha went on and bringing people to the patha. 1
was a schoolboy and did not understand much of these matters but somehow I was
attracted and came to see. I only knew a little bit about Radharani’s glories, but it
gladdened me. I saw many people getting goosebumps on their skin from ecstasy, due

to listening to the lecture; some were shivering or weeping emotionally.”

“Then there was the annual festival for Advaita Prabhu’s appearance in
Vrndavana, held near Topi-kufj. People said they have never seen such a big festival.
When the procession came out, umbrellas and fans from all the temples were used to
serve the deities. The three Prabhus (the sons of Ananda Gopal Gosvami) walked in
front — in the middle was the eldest one, KiSora Gopal Gosvami, the second son

Govinda Gopal Gosvami, was on the right and the youngest one, Nikufija Gopal
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Gosvami, was on the left. Behind them, in the kirtan, was Prabhupada Ananda Gopal
Gosvami and others were there too, perhaps Premgopal Gosvami too. Behind that, on
a palanquin, were the deities Radha-Madangopala and a large picture of Sitanatha
(Advaita Prabhu), fanned on both sides by devotees from Navadvipa. People from the
market offered so many garlands to Prabhu that one person was needed to take them
off again and again. Many sadhus joined the procession, arati was done on the way
and here and there donations were offered. The procession set out at midday and only
reached its destination after midnight, because on the way extensive kirtans took place
in various places. In front of Seva Kuiija kirtan took place for 20-25 minutes, in front
of Lala Babu’s temple Yamuna Pulin kirtana was held and in front of Nidhuvana a
kirtan about Radharani’s glories. They were large kirtans too, with many Vaisnavas
taking part.

When Srila Ananda Gopal Gosvami passed away large commemoration-festivals
were held both here and at Radhakunda, organized by Advaita Dasji. Niranjan Babu,
a disciple of Ananda Gopal Gosvami who lived at Kala Babur Kunja, was there,
Nivaran Candra Kara (who noted down the famous Vilapa Kusumafjali lectures by
Ananda Gopal Gosvami), a Brahmin named Sukumar Chattopadhyaya or
Mukhopadhyaya, who wore a long beard, and a Gadadhara Vams$a Gosvami whose
name escapes me now, and who lived at Dhirasamira. During the commemoration-
festival (viraha utsava) a Nagara Kirtan went out to the bank of the Yamuna where
they held an extensive kirtana. On the final day Mathura Viraha Kirtan was held
(describing the gopis’ feelings of separation from Krsna after He left Vrndavana to stay
in Mathura) and Nrsihha Ballabh Gosvami (a famous lecturer in Vrndavana in the
1960s-70s and 80s) gave patha, perhaps on Vilapa Kusumafjali. The three Prabhus
(Ananda Gopal Gosvami’s three sons) could not attend because they were busy

organizing similar festivals in Navadvipa.”

1

ey
Ananda Gopal Gosvami passed away in the auspicious month of Sravana (July
1961), at the age of 64, due to diabetes. Srila Nikufija Gopala Gosvami: “There was

no question of any inheritance talks — father was only saying: “Ha Radhe! Ha Radhe!”
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Giriraja Baba: “I came to see him when he passed away. There was no talk about
family life going on at all. He would just cry out two names of Radha: ha svamini! ha
karunamayi! That’s all.”

Srila Ananda Gopal Gosvami wrote one Sanskrit Astakam in praise of Advaita
Prabhu: advaita prabhor astakam. He also had his own explanation of the Gopala mantra,
dividing it into the three age-phases of Krsna in Vraja - Krsna stands for the kumara-
age (0-5 years of age), govinda for the pauganda-age (5-10 years) and gopi-jana-vallabha
for the kisora age (10-15 years of age).
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SRILA ANANDA GOPAL GOSWAMI’S SUCAK KIRTAN

jaya re jaya re jaya, prabhu sitanatha jaya,
Santipura santi sudhakara
jaya $ri acyuta tata, tina putra subikhyata,

balarama krsna misra-vara

“All glory and victory to Prabhu Sitanath, the peaceful moon of Shantipur!

Victory to His three famous sons, Sri Acyuta, Balaram and Krsna Misra.” (1)

gaura kori abatirna, tribhuvana koilo dhanya
jay dao sei dayamoy
sei vamse nilamani, nilakamal, nilakanta,

janmilen tin mahasoy

“Give victory to the compassionate one who blessed the three worlds by causing
the descent of Sri Gauranga and in whose dynasty three great souls took birth —

Nilamani, Nilakamal and Nilakanta.” (2)

tader je gunakotha, gay sabe yatha tothd,
sraddha saha braje chilo basa
panditera Siromani, radha-preme cudamani,

radha-krsna seba abhilasa

“Everyone sings the details of their glorious attributes everywhere. They lived
in Braja with faith. They were the crown-jewels of scholars and the crest-jewels in
terms of love for Srimati Radharani, who yearned for the service of Radha and Krsna.”
(3)

nilakanter car putra, prabhu tar sarva kanistha,
rupe gune ati anupam,
tero sata car sane, padmanabhaikadasi dine,

avirbhavo sei guna-dham

11
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“Nilakanta had four sons, and the youngest of them all was most unique in his
form and attributes. This treasure of attributes took birth in Braja-dhama on the day
of Padmanabh-Ekadasi in the Bengali year 1304 (October 1897).” (4)

balya-kale krida-range, sakha bhrata-gana sange
khelilen jeno braja-cande
sada thaken an-mone rohen jeno kar dhyane,

pita bolen podilo Ssyam phande

“He was playing childrens’ games with his friends and brothers, as if he were
the moon of Braja (child Krsna). His mind was always elsewhere, as if he was
meditating on someone. His father said: ‘He has fallen into a Syama-trap’ (he is

captivated by Krsna).” (5)

caudda varsa boyos jobe,  car bhrata loiya tabe,
pita thakur gela gaura dhame
braja chadibara kale, bhasen prabhu ankhi-jole,

kintu sukhi jaba gaura bhiime

“When he was fourteen years old his father took him and his three brothers to
the abode of Gaura (Navadvipa) to live there. Prabhu floated in tears when he left

Braja but he decided to blissfully go along to the land of Gaura.” (6)

prabhu nilakanta gosai, §ri nabadwipe jay,
nilakanta kufija niramila
§ri radha madan gopal, dui murti su-rasal,

dui pase astasakhi dila

“Prabhu Nilakanta Goswami thus went to Navadwip and established Nilakanta
Kuiija there, where he had his two luscious deities Radha and Madangopal flanked by
Their eight girlfriends.” (7)

madhur seba prakat kori, putradige hate dhori,
Sikhaila prema-seba kaje

kulera deva sitanath, virdjita sita saha,

12
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$ri mandira alo kori raje

“He took his sons by the hand and revealed to them the sweet service (of Radha-
Madan-gopal), teaching them loving devotional service. The temple was illuminated
by the family’s arch-father Adwaita Prabhu and Sita-devi.” (8)

pitr krpay prabhu mora,  sada seba rase bhor,
path Siksa jyestha tata thai
§ri path varnana kale, aganita Srota mile

Sobha jeno sukadev gosai

“By the grace of his father my Prabhu was always immersed in the flavours of
devotional service. He learned path (devotional lecturing) from his elder uncle. When
he gave path, innumerable listeners gathered and he looked as beautiful as Sukadev
Goswami.” (9)

nirjan bas anuragi, tai prabhu sahar-tyagi
gelen cole phul-bagan majhe
sethay giya Sisyagana, dhariya rdjiv caran,

sthapilo Syam-binodini kufije

“Being very attached to living in solitude, Prabhu gave up the city and went to
live in a flower-garden, where his disciples, holding his lotus-feet, founded Syam-

vinodini kufja.” (10)

tathay-o $ri sitanath, §ri madangopal virdjita
seba dekhi juddya nayan
$§ri radha madangopal, darasane tanu vikal,

prabhu mora bahya-hara hon

“There too, Sri Sitanath and Sri Madangopal resided. Seeing their service, my
eyes are soothed. When my Prabhu saw Sri Radha and Madan Gopal, his body was

thrilled and he lost external consciousness.” (11)

dasaksara mantra-rdje, labhila mayera kache,

dhanya mata yar heno putra

13
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vyavahar paramarthe, guru holen dui arthe,
labh mantra hoila krtartha

“He received the regal ten-syllable Gopal-mantra from his mother. Blessed is
the mother of such a son! She was his guru both materially and spiritually, and he was

blessed by receiving this mantra.” (12)

amodini mafjari svaripa, dilen mata apariipa,
seba dila pada samvahan,
smaranete tanu-man, sei kaje nimagan,

varsa heno jhare du’nayan

“Mother gave him the wonderful siddha-swariip of ‘Amodini Mafijari’, and the
service of massaging the Divine Pair’s lotus-feet. With his mind and body he was

immersed in that meditation while tears showered from his eyes.” (13)

smarananga bhajanete, magna prabhu dine rate,
lila gane sadai vibhor
dasa prabhur aganita, tara-o bhajane rata,

vaficito’smi hata bhagya mor

“Day and night Prabhu was immersed in the item of worship named smaran
(meditation) and in singing of the Lord’s pastimes. Prabhu’s innumerable servants

were also dedicated to bhajan. O I am deprived, I am so unfortunate!” (14)

sri gaurangera harda bhajan, tate rata anuksana,
chay gosai-er anugatya loye
bosiya apan mane, §ri mandirer kufija-bane,

nirapeksa smaranete rohe

“He was always dedicated to hearty worship of Sri Gauranga, following in the
footsteps of the six Goswamis. Sitting in the groves of his own temple he was totally

fixed in meditation, indifferent to the world.” (15)

boliten garva-bhare, radha-pade buke dhare,
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jete hoy narakete jabo
ar kichu cahibo na, eka krsna loibo na,

eka krsne phiraiya dibo

“He used to proudly say, holding Smt. Radharani’s lotus-feet to his heart — ‘if
necessary (for Her service) I will go to hell.” I don’t want anything else (but Her), I

will not accept Krsna alone — if Krsna comes to me alone, I will send Him back.” (16)

tate sarva nasa hole, lobo taha abahele,
lobo krsna radha saha ele
karan radha-dasi ami, radha garavete bhrami,

bilaibo asile yugale

“If such an attitude would ruin me, then all right, I will accept Krsna
neglectfully, and only if He comes along with Radha. Because I am Radha’s
maidservant, and I will wander around being proud of Radha. If the Divine Pair comes
I will offer myself to Them.” (17)

sada radha nama kori, du’nayane bohe vari,
pulakete anga jay bhare
radha nam je kore, tare prabhu buke dhare,

boliten kine nili more

“I always sing Radha’s name with tears in both eyes and my body filled with
goose-bumps. Prabhu embraced those who sang Radha’s name; he used to say: They

have purchased me.” (18)

sitanather janmotsav, korito na loka sab,
mora prabhu taha pravartilo
ki vipul ayojon, nava ratri sankirtan,
bhulibe na taha ye dekhilo.

“At that time no one held a festival to celebrate Advaita Prabhu’s advent, but

my Prabhu starting organizing such festivals. How huge were such celebrations! It
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involved nine nights of sarikirtana (singing and dancing). Anyone who saw this would

never forget it.” (19)

ei goto botsorete, ki ananda utsabete
kori mora prabhu lukaila
sridhara krsna caturthi din, radha-pade holo lin,

yara dasi tar kache gela

“Last year, during a festival of bliss, my Prabhu hid himself (he passed away).
On the fourth day of the dark lunar fortnight of the month of Sridhara (Sravana or
July-August), he attained the lotus-feet of Srimati Radhika, joining She whose

maidservant he/she is.” (20)

kotha gele mora prabhu ananda gopal
ara na heribo tava miirati rasal
(kothay gele doyamoy, virahe pran jwole jay)
modigake diye phanki kotha cole gele
aparadhi bole ki go modere tydjile

“Where has my master, Ananda Gopal Goswami, gone? I will never see his
luscious form again. (Where has the compassionate one gone? My life-airs scorch in
the fire of separation)! Where has he gone, tricking us all? Has he abandoned us

because we are offenders?” (21)

ku-putra amra bati kintu tumi pita,
pita to tyaje nd putra Sastre ache gantha
tomar virahe prabhu pran jwole jay

akasmat eki holo bhaviya na pai

“We are bad sons, surely, but you are the father and the scripture says a father
never abandons the son. O Prabhu! Out of separation from you my heart burns! I don’t

understand why this happened so suddenly!” (22)

boro sadh chilo prabhu ebar braje ele

na charibo prabhu tava carana kamala
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(caran dhore pore robo)
(jete caile na charibo)
radharanir dohai diya carane dhoribo

seba adhikar loiya carana sevibo

“It was always your great aspiration, Prabhu, and now you have come to Vraja.
I will not give up your lotus-feet. (I will stay here, holding these lotus-feet) (Even if
you want to leave I will not let go) I swear on Radharani that I will hold on to your
lotus-feet. Taking the adhikara for devotional service I will serve your (or Her) lotus-
feet.” (23)
se sadhe sadhilo bad nidarun vidhi
(darun vidhi ki korilo pitri-hin moder koilo)
Pran jwole jay prabhu kande sada hrdi
Tumi jar tar kache cole gele guru

Sukdilo amader sob asa taru

“Cruel fate has accomplished this now (what has cruel fate done, making us
bereft of our father?). Prabhu, my life-airs are burning and my heart constantly weeps.
O Guru, you have gone to She whom you belong to, thus withering the tree of our
hopes.” (24)

(sob asa ghuce gelo seba korbo bhajan sikhbo)
ke ar sunabe moder radha guna gan?
ke ar milaye debe sri radha caran?
ke ar koribe temon path rasa grantha?

toma sama keba ar ache bhagyavanta?

(All my hopes are dashed for rendering devotional service and learning bhajan.)
Who else will sing me of Radha’s glories?

Who else will help me attain Sri Radha’s lotus-feet?

Who else will lecture like that on rasika scriptures?

Who is so fortunate as you are? (25)

(hay! mora ki korbo, kotha gele abar pabo? — hay mora ki korbo?)
balye mora bairagya hoila prabhu more akarsila

duhkhe gelam nabadwipa majh
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dekhi prabhur doya hoilo nija kache bolailo
duhkht hoila dekhi mora saj

(“Alas! What can I do, where should I go to find you again? Alas, what should
I do?”) In my childhood I became renounced and Prabhu attracted me. In distress I
went to Navadwip and when Prabhu saw me he was compassionate and called me to

him. He was sad to see how I dressed.” (26)

daki kache bosaila , sakrpay asray dilo,
sompi dila madan-gopala pay
vraje dilo pathaiya, nija krpa sancariya,

se krpar tulana nahi hoy

“He called me to him and mercifully gave me shelter at the lotus-feet of Madan-
gopal. He dispatched me to Vraja and empowered me with his own grace, of which

there is no equal.” (27)

$ri guru karund bole, gaura seva avahele,
peye dhanya mui dina hina
ei krpa koro sabe, yabe karma Sesa hobe,

hoi jeno ei raje lina

“On the strength of S$ri Guru’s mercy the service of Sri Gauranga is easily
attained and a lowly wretch like me will be blessed. May everyone be merciful to me
so that when my duties in the world of action are completed, I can attain the dust of
his feet.” (28)

dina ‘radha-govinda das’, $ri guru carane asa,
gay ei virahera gantha
sarva bhaktera caranete, ei bhiksa dine rate,

guru guna gai yatha tatha
“The fallen Radha Govinda Das, hoping for the lotus-feet of Sri Guru, sings this

song of separation. Day and night I pray for this gift at the feet of all the devotees —

may I sing the glories of the Guru everywhere.” (29)
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SRILA ANANDA GOPAL GOSWAMI

By Samyukta Debnath

Piijyapada Srila Ananda Gopala Goswami Mahodaya was the crown jewel of Vaisnavas.
I had the rare fortune to enjoy the vicinity of this maha-purusa. He is my diksa-guru. 1
heard from my grand-uncle (Sri Rakhal-chandra Ghosh), grandfather (Sri Jagannatha
Ghosh) and grandmother (Srimati Belarani Ghosh) that Gurudeva Sri-Srila Ananda
Gopala Goswami Mahasaya used to come to lecture on the Bhagavat 2-3 times a year
in the Chalta Bagan Mandir (forgot the name) in the Simla district of Calcutta. My
revered grand-uncle and —-mother used to go to the Chalta Bagan Mandir to listen. I
heard from my revered grand-uncle that the assembled devotees of Calcutta used to
wait to hear Gurudeva’s lectures like thirsty Cataka birds. Whole groups of devotees
used to come to Chalta Bagan Mandir to hear these lectures. Here my grand-uncle and
-mother used to go and speak with Gurudeva after the patha and would take him to
our home. From that time on Gurudeva would stay in our house whenever he came to
Calcutta. This is now about 60 years ago*. One time he came to our home (at 3 Anath
Babu Bazar Lane, Cal-6) bringing his deities Sri-Sri Madana-gopala, Whom he was
always serving, and stayed for 6 weeks to 2 months. It is then when I first saw him. It
was arranged that every evening Gurudeva would lecture in our house, which was a
huge white brick two-story building. On one side of the building was Gurudeva and
on the other side were descending stairs. These stairs used to be filled up to the first
floor with a crowd of devotees that were listening. In those days microphones were
not yet used, but his sweet baritone voice and the beauty of his amazing descriptions
caused radha-krsna-lila to appear in very form before the audience. The overwhelmed
audience was spell bound and motionless, as if enchanted by a mantra.

Apart from that I also heard that arrangements were made to bring audiences from
different temples, ashrams and institutions. From my grand-uncle’s mouth I heard that
not only Calcutta was impressed by the amazing expertise of his lecturing, but even
foreign regions were.> Many scholars elaborately praised his lectures after hearing

them.

4 At the time this article was written, perhaps around the year 2000.

5 Here foreign means other parts of India, not foreign countries.
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After the lectures were finished Gurudeva would discuss $astra with the devotees into
the night, for a long time.

He got up from bed at 4 in the morning to serve Madanagopalji. After that he sat down
to do japa. The simhasana of Madanagopal was in front of him. Gurudeva was sitting
there in meditation. His body was motionless. Without end, tears trickled from his
closed eyes. I have seen that Rsi steeped in meditation. But at that point my immature
mind could not understand yet what a great sadhaka was going to some high world to
serve the lotus-feet of his worshipable Lord.

An offering of fruits and sweets used to be given to Sri Madanagopal at 10 in the
morning, but the offering was not taken off the altar before Gurudeva had completed
his japa.

The responsibility of writing about Gurudeva has fallen upon a most insignificant
person like me. What shall I write? I could not understand his elevated sadhana and
his learning while I had his association. Now, at a mature age I see him in the light of
a learned mind and I ponder on how much good fortune the Lord has bestowed on me
to become the disciple of such a great soul who was a direct maidservant of Sri
Radharani.

Whatever service I could playfully render in this short time is my life’s savings.
Today also it is my keen prayer at his lotus-feet that he may engage me in the service
of Sri Radharani’s lotus feet. Because unless Guru bestows his mercy we cannot go to
Her.

Dr. Samyukta Debnath
Naktala, Calcutta.
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