
Glorification of Çré Gurudeva 
 
 

Often we are asked by people who enter into Hinduism by reading the Bhagavad 
Gétä where all the Vaiñëavas’ worship of the Guru is mentioned. Though there is only one 
verse in the Gétä that hints at it there are many many verses in other scriptures. Here is a 
list, starting with: 
 

The Guru in Çrémad Bhägavata : 
 

yair édåçé bhagavato gatir ätma-väda 
ekäntato nigamibhiù pratipäditä naù  

tuñyantv adabhra-karuëäù sva-kåtena nityaà 
ko näma tat pratikaroti vinoda-pätram  

 
Mahäräja Påthu told Sanatkumära: „May you – who are well versed in the Vedas and have 
in your profuse compassion precisely explained to us, in the course of your dissertation on 
the Supreme Lord, the true nature of God as depicted above – may you ever be pleased 
with your own acts (of delivering the afflicted). What else can be a reward for you but 
handfuls of water?” (Çrémad Bhägavata 4.22.47) 
 
Çrédhara Svämé comments: saty api svatve sarvasvenäpi na guroù pratyupakartuà 
çakyam ity äha—yair iti – „Even by offering everything you have you cannot repay the 
Guru.” yad vä, vinoda-pätram upahäsäspadam. pratyupakäre pravåttau janänäm 
upahäsäspadaà bhaved ity arthaù „Other than the ‘handfuls of water’ interpretation one 
can read the verse thus: instead of vinä uda-pätra (without handfuls of water) one can also 
read vinoda-pätram, or ‘object of ridicule’. In other words, anyone who says that there is 
any way to repay the Guru is a ridiculous person.” 
 
Çré Viçvanätha Cakravartépäda’s Särärtha Darçiné-comment on Çrémad Bhägavata 4.28.34 —  

sutät hitveti pativratä patyur iva guroù seväyäà pravåttaù çiñyaù çravaëa 
kértanädényapi bhogän tad utthäna premänandän api gåhän tad ucita vivikta sthalam api 
naiväpekñate. çré guru sevayaiva sukhena sarva sädhya siddhyartham ityupadeça 
vyaïjitaù..........guru seväyä eva vedena sarvädhikasyoktatvä 

“A devoted and chaste wife, while absorbed in the service of her husband, does not 
care even for her son. Similarly, a disciple deeply absorbed in the service of the guru does 
not even depend on hearing and chanting, knowing that by guru-sevä he can easily attain 
complete perfection in devotion. Just as a devoted wife does not want any sense enjoyment 
and home comfort, a disciple completely absorbed in guru-sevä does not seek even 
premänanda arising out of hearing and chanting nor even seek secluded places suitable to 
his bhajana. The Vedas say that service to the Guru is the greatest.” 
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Viçvanätha Cakravarti’s comment on Çrémad Bhägavata 4.28.50  
çré-guror deha-saàskäraà kåtvä çrémad-guru-caraëa-viyukto’haà tadéya-

guëänusmaraëa-maya-çoka-dävägni-dagdha-deho präëaà dhartum açaknuvaàs tad-
upadiñöa-çravaëa-kértanädi-bhaktau naiva çaktià dhäsyämi. tasmäd adyaiva mariñyäméti 
çiñyo manasi niçcinotéti darçayämäsa  

« After performing the cremation of Çré Gurudeva, the disciple thinks « I am 
burning in the fire of separation from Gurudeva’s lotusfeet. My body scorches in the fire of 
lamentation as I remember His attributes and I have no power to stay alive, nor am I able 
to perform bhakti in the type of hearing and chanting which Çré Gurudeva had adviced. » 
Thus the disciple decides : «Today I will die. » 
 
Viçvanätha Cakravarti’s comment on Çrémad Bhägavata 4.28.51:  

sva-guru-viraha-vyäkulé-bhäva-daçäyäm iva çiñyasya bhagavad-darçanaà syäd iti 
dyotayati. 

„In the condition of separation from his Guru, the disciple is so upset that he gets 
the darçana of the Lord.” 

 
sa vai priyatamaç cätmä yato na bhayam aëv api 
iti veda sa vai vidvän yo vidvän sa gurur hariù 

 
« Indeed, He is the most loved one, the very Self, from whom there is not even the 

slightest fear. He alone is wise, who knows this truth, and he who is wise is the Guru, who is 
Lord Hari Himself. » (Çrémad Bhägavata 4.29.51) 

 
yadéçvare bhagavati yathä yair aïjasä ratiù 

guru-çuçrüñayä bhaktyä sarva labdhärpaëena ca 
 

(Among) the means for easily attaining love of God is serving the Guru with 
devotion and offering Him all that one gains.” (Çrémad Bhägavata 7.7.29-30) 

Viçvanätha Cakravartépäda comments: guroù çuçrüñayä snapana saàvähanädikayä 
– “The word çuçrüñä means bathing and massaging the Guru (practical services)”.  

 
asaìkalpäj jayet kämaà krodhaà käma-vivarjanät  

arthänarthekñayä lobhaà bhayaà tattvävamarçanät  
änvékñikyä çoka-mohau dambhaà mahad-upäsayä  
yogäntaräyän maunena hiàsäà kämädy-anéhayä  

kåpayä bhütajaà duùkhaà daivaà jahyät samädhinä  
ätmajaà yoga-véryeëa nidräà sattva-niñevayä  
rajas tamaç ca sattvena sattvaà copaçamena ca 

etat sarvaà gurau bhaktyä puruño hy aïjasä jayet  
 
 Çré Närada told King Yudhiñöhira: "To give up lust one must give up one's 
determination to enjoy, to give up anger one must give up lust and to give up greed one 
must see the evil of money. Fear can be given up by considering the truth, lamentation and 
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illusion can be given up by considering what is material and what is spiritual (rational 
thinking), pride can be given up by serving a great soul and obstacles in yoga-practise 
(which serves the purpose of fixing the mind) can be overcome by perfecting a vow of 
silence. Violence is conquered by giving up endeavours for sense-gratification, suffering 
caused by other living entities can be mitigated by developing the quality of compassion, 
suffering caused by the elements can be mitigated by entering into samädhi (psycho-
religious trance) and suffering caused by the own body and mind can be mitigated by 
practising the eight-fold path of mystic yoga (añöäìga-yoga). When the mode of goodness 
increases sleep is conquered, along with the modes of passion and indolence, and by 
controlling the senses the mode of goodness is transcended. But all these vices and 
obstacles together can be conquered simply by devotion to the guru."  
(Çrémad Bhägavata 7.15.22-25) 
 

yasya säkñäd bhagavati jïäna dépa prade gurau 
martyäsaddhiù çrutaà tasya sarvaà kuïjara çaucavat 

 
« Whoever sees the Guru, the bestower of the lamp of divine knowledge, who is 

God Himself, as a mere mortal, has all his learning lost, just as an elephant throws dust all 
over himself after bathing. » (Çrémad Bhägavata 7.15.26) 

 
Viçvanätha Cakravartépäda comments on this verse - 
säkñäd bhagavatéti bhagavad aàça-buddhir api gurau na käryeti bhävaù. yad vä 

upäsye bhagavatyeva säkñäd vidyamäne martyä’sad dhéù martya iti durbuddhis tasya 
çrutaà bhagavan manträdikaà çästrädikaà çravaëa mananädikaà ca vyartham ityarthaù 

« Säkñäd Bhagavan means one should not even see the Guru as a particle of God, 
but as God Himself. It is foolish if one sees God, who is directly present (in the form of the 
Guru) as a mortal. If a fool thinks the Guru is an ordinary mortal not only his learning, but 
also his practise of his mantra, his hearing and his meditation on the Lord are all in vain. »  
 

eña vai bhagavän säkñät pradhäna-puruñeçvaraù  
yogeçvarair vimågyäìghrir loko yaà manyate naram 

 
“He whose lotus-feet are sought by the greatest masters of Yoga, who is the Lord of 

material nature and all living beings has appeared in the form of Gurudeva, whom the 
people mistake for an ordinary human being.” (Çrémad Bhägavata 7.15.27) 

 
Why is Gurudeva mentioned in the translation and not in the verse? Because the 

äcäryas explain the verse as such. Çréla Jéva Gosvämé explains:  eña çré-kåñëa-lakñaëo’pi. 
tataù präkåta-dåñöir na bhagavat-tattva-grahaëe pramäëam iti bhävaù. “This is also the 
symptom of Çré Kåñëa (so if it isnt about Kåñëa it is about Guru, who was discussed in the 
preceding 5 verses). It shows that a mundane view can never help establish the truth about 
God.”  

Çréla Viçvanätha Cakravarté confirms this more elaborately in his own comment: 
nanu guroù pitå puträdayaù prativeçinaç ca taà naram eva manyante katham eka eväyaà 



The importance of the Guru confirmed in the scriptures. 

Vol. VIII, June 14, 2010, 4 

çiñyas taà parameçvaraà manyante? ata äha – eña iti bhagavän yadunandano 
raghunandano vä vai niçcitam eva pradhäna puruñayor éçvaraù yaà lokas tad avatära 
kälotpanno janaù naraà manyate tena kià sa naro bhavati? api tu parameçvara evetyevaà 
guror apéti bhävaù “If his parents, children and neighbors consider the Guru to be a human 
being then how can one disciple consider him to be the supreme controller (parameçvara)? 
To this it is said: When the master of the material nature and the living beings descends as 
Yadunandana (Kåñëa) or Raghunandana (Räma) and people who meet Him while He is 
down here on earth, take Him to be a human being, does that mean that He is? He is 
certainly the supreme controller, and so is the Guru.” 

 
gurvarka labdhopaniñat sucakñusä ye te tarantéva bhavänåtämbudhim 
 
« Those who have received good eyes from the sun-like Guru cross over the false 

ocean of material existence. » (Çrémad Bhägavata 10.14.24) 
 

sa vai sat karmaëäà säkñäd dvi-jäter iha sambhavaù 
ädyo’ìga yaträçramiëäà yathähaà jïänado guruù 

 
Çré Kåñëa says: “O friend, the father from whom one gets the body is the first Guru 

in this world. Next comes the teacher who invests one with the sacred thread and teaches 
him his duties. Finally comes the Guru who teaches divine knowledge. He is just like Me.” 
(Çrémad Bhägavata 10.80.32) 
 

näham ijyä-prajätibhyäà tapasopaçamena vä 
tuñyeyaà sarva-bhütätmä guru-çuçrüñayä yathä 

 
Kåñëa says: “I am not satisfied with gåhastha dharma, a birth as a brahmin, 

brahmacäré dharma, tapasya (living in the forest) or sannyäsa dharma as I am with service 
rendered to the Guru who bestows divine knowledge.” (Çrémad Bhägavata 10.80.34) 

Çré Sanätana and Jéva Gosvämés comment on 10.80.35: çré guru sevä mähätmyam 
uktvä loka-çikñärthaà “To teach the people the service of the Guru is described here.” 

 
vijita håçéka väyubhir adänta manas turagam 
ya iha yatanti yantum ati lolam upäya khidaù 

vyasana çatänvitäù samavahäya guroç caraëam 
vanija iväja santyakåta karëadharä jaladau 

 
“The mind is like an reckless horse that even persons who have conquered their 

senses and breath cannot control. Those in this world who try to subdue the uncontrolled 
mind, but who abandon the feet of the Guru, encounter hundreds of obstacles in their 
cultivation of various adverse practices. O birthless Lord! They are like merchants on a boat 
in the ocean who have failed to appoint a captain.” (Çrémad Bhägavata 10.87.33) 

 
budha äbhajet tam bhaktyaikayeça gurudevatätmä 
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“An intelligent person will worship the Guru, who is both the Lord Himself and His 

dearest servant, with exclusive devotion.” (Çrémad Bhägavata 11.2.37) 
Çréla Jéva Gosvämé comments: kià ca guru-devatätmä gurur eva devatä éçvara ätmä 

preñöhaç ca yasya ‘devatä means that the Guru is God Himself and ätma means he is dear 
to the Lord.” 

tasmäd guruà prapadyeta jijïäsuù çreya uttamam. 
çäbde pare ca niñëätam brahmaëyupaçamäçrayam 

 
 “Therefore one should take shelter of a Guru and inquire from him about the 
highest welfare. Such a Guru should be versed in scripture, have realized the Absolute 
Truth and be free from attachment and revulsion.” 

Çrédhara Swämi comments: uttamaà çreyo jïätum icchuù. çäbde brahmaëi 
vedäkhye nyäyato vyäkhyänato niñëätaà anyathä bodha saïcäräyogät. para brahma 
niñëätatva dyotakam äha upaçamäçrayam iti  "He who desires to learn about the most 
auspicious devotional principles, should take shelter of the feet of Çré Guru, who knows the 
scriptures and who has practical experience of God through his practice of devotion. If Çré 
Gurudeva does not know the truth, he cannot erase the student's doubts about bhajana-
matters, and if he is not devoted he cannot infuse bhajana-experiences into his student." 
(Çrémad Bhägavata 11.3.21) 
 

tatra bhägavatän dharmän çikñed gurv-ätma-daivataù  
amäyayänuvåttyä yais tuñyed ätmätma-do hariù  

 
“There one should learn the way of life of the great devotees by serving the Guru 

without duplicity, loving him as one’s own self and thus satisfy Lord Hari, who is the Self 
and who is able to give Himself away to the devotee.” (Çrémad Bhägavata 11.3.22) 

Çréla Jéva Gosvämé comments: amäyayä nirdambhayänuvåttyä tad-anugatyä çikñet 
‘amäyayä means without duplicity and anuvåttyä means one should learn while 

following the teacher obediently.” 
 
With all the talk that you can adopt as many Gurus as you want, with apparent 

support from the 11th canto, it is interesting to see in the äcäryas’ commentaries that a 
Vaiñëava still accepts only one personal Guru and remains loyal to him: 
 

labdhvänugraha äcäryät tena sandarçitägamaù 
mahä-puruñam abhyarcen mürtyäbhimatayätmanaù 

 
“Having attained the mercy of the äcärya and having been shown the scriptures by 

him one should worship the Supreme Lord in the image of his choice.” 
Çréla Jéva Gosvämé comments: anugraho mantra-dékñä-rüpaù. asyaikatvam eka-

vacanatvena bodhyate “The word äcärya is in singular case. The mercy is bestowed in the 
form of initiation.” (Çrémad Bhägavata 11.3.48) 
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ätmano gurur ätmaiva puruñasya viçeñataù 
yat pratyakñänumänäbhyäà çreyo’säv anuvindate 

 
“The Supreme Self is the guide of the individual self, especially in the case of man, 

inasmuch as by sense perception and assumption he can accomplish his own welfare.” 
Though it appears here that one can just rely on the Supersoul without surrendering 

to a personal Guru, Çréla Jéva Gosvämé adds in his Krama-sandarbha commentary on this 
verse: gurv-anusaraëe pravartaka ity arthaù “This means it should prompt one to seek and 
follow a single, personal Guru” (Çrémad Bhägavata 11.7.20) 
 

Although Çrémad Bhägavata 11.9.31 (na hyekasmäd gurur jïänaà susthiraà) seems 
to say one cannot get full knowledge from one single Guru alone, all commentator-äcäryas 
have said this does not mean one should erect a forest of Guru-pictures on one’s altar -  
Çrédhara Swami comments:  

jïäna-pradaà gurum eveti jïäna-pradaà gurum ekam eva vakñyati, mad-abhijïaà 
guruà çäntam upäséta [bhä.pu. 11.10.5] iti. uktaà ca, tasmäd guruà prapadyeta jijïäsuù 
çreya uttamam [bhä.pu. 11.3.22] iti. 

The word jïäna-pradam guru, or the Guru who bestows divine knowledge, is in 
singular case in verses 11.10.5 and 11.3.21. » 
 
Çréla Jéva Gosvämé’s Krama Sandarbha comment:  

nanv eka eva yogyo guruù kartavyaù. tasmäd eva sa-parikaraà jïänaà setsyati. kià 
vä, matäntara-jïä evänye prañöavyäù. kià gurv-äbhäsair vyävahärika-padärthair ity 
äçaìkyäha—na héti. ekasmän mukhyäd guror labdhaà supuñkalaà susthiraà yaj jïänaà 
tad api na syät na sampadyate. kutaù? taträha—brahmeti. tat-tan-matena mati-bhaìgäd ity 
arthaù. tasmän mahä-gurüpadiñöa-mata-poñäya tad-viruddha-mata-nirasanäya ca sva-
buddhyä mananärthaà vyävahärika-padärthä eva gurutvena sambhävitäù, na tu käpilädi-
matäntara-sthäpakä iti bhävaù  

« Actually one should surely accept one single qualified Guru and perfect one’s 
knowledge through him. Should one then inquire from teachers who have differing 
opinions? Why is it then recommended that one learn from many so-called spiritual masters 
appearing in the forms of ordinary material objects? The Avadhüta replies to this  that even 
if one receives steady and profuse knowledge from a single, major Guru, it cannot be 
accomplished by hearing from him alone. That is made clear in the second half of the verse 
– “though brahman is unique, it is sung of by the seers in many different ways.” By 
hearing so many different opinions our purpose and resolution is ruptured. Therefore while 
hearing all these different teachers (by observing all these ordinary objects) one should use 
one’s discriminating intelligence and due reflection to nourish and strengthen the opinion 
of the great teacher (one’s own Guru) and to refute opposing views. Consulting so many 
teachers should not serve to establish opposing views like those of Kapila and others." 

 
Çréla Viçvanätha Cakravartépäda comments:  

nanu mad abhijïaà guruà çäntam upäséta [bhä.pu. 11.10.5] iti, tasmäd guruà 
prapadyeta jijïäsuù çreya uttamam [bhä.pu. 11.3.22] ity ädy uktibhya eka eva gurur 
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äçrayaëéyo’vagamyate. näpi çvetaketu-bhågu-pramukhair bahavo gurava äçritäù. satyaà 
mamäpi mantropadeñöä gurur eka eva upäsyo vartate. kintüpäsanäyäm änukülya-
prätikülya-dåñöäntébhütä ete padärthäù parämåçya gurü-kåtä ity anvaya-vyatirekäbhyäà 
me çikñä-gurava evaite jïeyäù…… çikñä-gurüëäà tu bähulyam eva präyo jïäna-däròhya-
prayojakam ity äha—na héti......  

“From two other Bhägavata verses mentioned before and after (11.3.21-22 and 
11.10.5) it is clear that one should take shelter of one single Guru alone. Even great sages 
like Çvetaketu or Bhågu did not take shelter of many Gurus. Truly, only the Guru who gave 
me my mantra (the dékñä-guru) is worshipable for me. Çikñä-Gurus with their direct and 
indirect teachings can surely serve to point out what factors are favorable and unfavorable 
for my worship, though. Accepting many instructing teachers is done for strengthening 
one’s knowledge.” 

 
mad-abhijïaà guruà çäntam upäséta mad-ätmakam 

 
« A devotee should worship the serene Guru who knows Me as being identical with 

Me. » (Çré Kåñëa in Çrémad Bhägavata 11.10.5) 
 

äcäryo’raëir ädyaù syäd ante-väsy uttaräraëiù 
tat-sandhänaà pravacanaà vidyä-sandhiù sukhävahaù 

 
“The Guru is the lower piece of wood, the disciple the upper one, and the Guru’s 

spoken instruction is the churning rod. Divine knowledge is the blissful fire created by the 
friction.” (Çré Kåñëa in Çrémad Bhägavata 11.10.12) 

 
äcäryaà mäà vijänéyän nävamänyeta karhicit 

na martya buddhyäsüyeta sarva devamayo guruù 
 
 "You should know the äcärya to be Me, never slight or disrespect him or find faults 
in him, considering him to be an ordinary mortal, for Çré Gurudeva is the aggregate of all 
the Gods."  (Çré Kåñëa in Çrémad Bhägavata 11.17.27) 

 
Uddhava asked Kåñëa: ko bandhu? « Who is the friend? » (Çrémad Bhägavata 

11.19.31) 
Çré Kåñëa replied : bandhur gurur ahaà sakhe « O friend, the greatest friend is the 

Guru, who is none other than Me. » (Çrémad Bhägavata 11.19.43) 
 

nå-deham ädyaà sulabhaà sudurlabhaà plavaà sukalpaà guru-karëa-dhäram 
 
« The human body is a great gift and is very rare; it is the primary boat to cross the 

ocean of ignorance, and the Guru is its captain. » (Çrémad Bhägavata 11.20.17) 
 

naivopayanty apacitià kavayas taveça 
brahmäyuñäpi kåtam åddha-mudaù smarantaù 
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yo’ntar bahis tanu-bhåtäm açubhaà vidhunvann 
äcärya-caittya-vapuñä sva-gatià vyanakti  

 
Uddhava tells Çré Kåñëa: „Oh Lord, even great wise persons cannot get square with 

You, even if they had gotten a lifetime of Brahmä. They rejoice when recalling Your 
generosity, for You have appeared externally as the Guru and internally as the Supersoul to 
remove all obstacles to Kåñëa consciousness and reveal You to us.” (Çrémad Bhägavata 
11.29.6) 

 
Çréla Viçvanätha Cakravartépäda’s öékä on Çrémad Bhägavata 11.29.34:  

niveditätmä mat-svarüpa-bhütäya man-mantropadeçakäya gurave – „Surrender to me 
means surrendering to the Guru who instructs in My mantra (the dékñä-guru) and who is 
My very form.” 

The Guru in the Bhagavad-Gétä: 
 
The only Guru-verse in Bhagavad Gétä (tad viddhi praëipätena paripraçnena 

sevayä, 4.34) seems to indicate that the Guru here is plural (the words upadekñanti, jïänina 
and tattva darçina are all in plural case). However, the commentators all agree that here 
too the worshipable Guru is in the singular. Çré Madhusüdana Sarasvaté comments:  

bahu-vacanaà cedam äcärya-viñayam ekasminn api gauravätiçayärthaà na tu 
bahutva-vivakñayä. ekasmäd eva tattva-säkñätkäravata äcäryät tattva-jïänodaye 
satyäcäryäntara-gamanasya tad-artham ayogäd iti drañöavyam 
 „The äcärya is mentioned here in plural case but still he is one. The plural case was 
only used here in an honorary way. It does not mean that one should have many Gurus. 
Divine knowledge is arising from a single Guru who has seen the truth. It is to be seen here 
that it is unfit to go to other Gurus for this purpose.” 
 Çré Viçvanätha Cakravarté comments: 

praëipätena jïänopadeñöari gurau daëòavan-namaskäreëa. bhagavan! kuto’yaà me 
saàsäraù? kathaà nivartiñyate? iti paripraçnena ca. sevayä tat-paricaryayä ca. tad 
vijïänärthaà sa gurum eväbhigacchet samit-päëiù çrotriyaà brahma-niñöham iti çruteù
 „Praëipätena means offering prostrated obeisances to the knowledge-instructing 
Guru. The paripraçna (inquiry) is: „Bhagavan (Gurudeva)! Why am I am in the material 
world? How can I stop material life?” sevayä means serving him or her.” Then he quotes 
the Upaniñad-verse sa gurum eväbhigacchet „To know this, one should approach a Guru 
who is learned and realized”.  All of this is in singular case. 
 

The Guru in the Upaniñads : 
 

äcäryavän puruño veda 
 

"Transcendental principles are understood by he who has taken shelter of Çré Guru's 
lotus feet and who is surrendered to his service." (Chändogya Upaniñad) 
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yasya deve paräbhaktir yathä deve tathä gurau; 
tasyaite kathitä hyarthäù prakäçante mahätmanaù  

 
"To those great souls who recite the Vedas with equal devotion to Guru and God, 

the purport of all this (Vedic) knowledge will be revealed". (Çvetäçvatara Upaniñad 6.23) 
 
 tad vijïänärthaà sa gurum eväbhigacchet samit päëiù çrotriyaà brahma niñöham   
 
"For the sake of acquiring knowledge, approach a Guru who is learned in the 

scriptures and fixed in spiritual consciousness, with firewood in the hand »  
(Muëòaka Upaniñad 1.12) 
 
uttiñöhata jägrata präpya varän nibodhata kñurasya dhärä niçitä duratyaya durgam 

pathas tat kavayo vadanti            
 

“Get up! Wake up! Seek the guidance of an illumined teacher and realize the Self.  
Sharp like a razor's edge, the sages say, is the path, difficult to traverse. “ (Kaöha Upaniñad 
1.3.14) 

   

The Guru in the Gosvämés’ books : 
 

In Çré Bhakti Rasämåta Sindhu (1.2.74) Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé has described 64 
limbs of bhakti, starting with taking shelter of the lotus feet of a guru, accepting an 
initiation-mantra from him, learning the intricacies of bhajana from him and serving him 
with love and faith. He mentioned three gates through which we enter the temple of 
devotion:  

 
guru padäçrayas tasmät kåñëa dékñädi çikñänaà viçrambheëa guroù sevä. 

 
Båhad Bhägavatämåta, 2.3.5-6 : 

 
snätvä sva-datta-mantrasya dhyänädi-vidhim uddiçan | 

kiïcin mukhena kiïcic ca saìkeöenäbhyavedayat ||5|| 
jagäda ca nijaà sarvam idaà preñöhayä te’dadam | 

sarvam etat-prabhävena svayaà jïäsyasi lapsyase ||6|| 
 

“Having bathed, Çré Guru instructed me in the rules of how to practise my mantra 
and how to meditate on it. Some instructions he gave me verbally and some through 
gestures. He said : ‘I have given you, my dear one, everything. Whatever other secrets there 
are you will learn it spontaneously, by the power of this mantra. «  
 
Çréla Sanätana Gosvämé’s commentary : 

nanu saìketopadeçena tatra ca kñaëikena kathaà tat tad açeña-vidhi-jïänaà 
sidhyet. satyaà tasyaivänugrahäd ityäha - jagädeti. sarvam uddiñöam anuddiñöam api 
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sädhanaà sädhyaà ca. etasya mad dattasya säìga mantrasya prabhäveëa svayam eva 
jïäsyasi präpsyäpi ca ätmasät kariñyasi. 
 

"If you say, ‘how can the Guru, with just some gestures and instructions, within a 
moment, accomplish (the çiñya's) endless knowledge of divine truths? (Then to that the 
response is:) Truly, it all happens by his grace alone - (attainment and realization of) all the 
sädhana and sädhya (means and goals) that are described and not described. (The Guru 
says :) "By the power of the mantra I gave and its ritual applications (säìga) you will know 
everything spontaneously, and after you received it you will make it your own (realize it) 
too." 

 
Båhad Bhägavatämåtam (2.4.3-4) 

 
bhaktià nava-vidhäà samyag jïätvedaà vanam ägataù | 

apaçyaà sahasaivätra çrémad-guru-varaà nijam ||3|| 
pürva-vad räjamäno ’sau dåñövä mäà praëataà mudä | 
säçér-vädaà samäliìgya sarva-jïo ’kåpayat-taräm ||4|| 

 
Gopa-kumära said: “Having learned the nine types of devotion I came to this forest 

Våndävana where I suddenly saw my own Çré Guru. He shone just like before. Seeing me 
offering my obeisances to him he was very glad, blessed me and embraced me. Then that 
omniscient one was most kind (to instruct me in the secrets of bhakti).” 
 
Note:  The word ‘nijam’, ‘my own’, shows that Çré Guru did not appear in the form of some 
other person replacing him/her – it was the very same person. 
Sanätana Gosvämé comments on verse 4:  

asau guru-varaù pürvavad räjamäna iti nirvikäritvädi bhagavad avatära-lakñaëaà 
mäthura vrajabhümi rasikatvaà ca darçitam.  
 

“(Though Gopakumar had been to the heavens and a long time had passed, meaning 
thousands of years), Çré Guru was unchanged, which shows that he/she is an avatära of the 
Lord and a rasika of Mathurä and Vrajabhümi as well." This confirms the eternality of the 
Guru as a distinct individual (not just a tattva), as glorified in Narottama däsa Öhäkura's 
song: 'janme janme prabhu se' ('He is my master, birth after birth').  

The rest of Sanätana Gosvämé’s commentary is interesting and important, too –  
akåpayattaräm atyantaà kåpäà kåtavän akhilaà parama rahasyaà bhakti-tattvam 

anubhava paryantam upädiçad ityarthaù yataù sarvajïaù  
 
“He was very compassionate, so he instructed me in all the greatest secrets of 

bhakti, including the realizations about it. (This was possible because) it came from the 
omniscient.”  

 
Båhad Bhägavatämåtam (2.4.81-87) : 
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çré-bhagavän uväca— 
svägataà svägataà vatsa diñöyä diñöyä bhavän mayä | 

saìgo’tra tvad-ékñäyäà ciram utkaëöhitena hi ||81|| 
bahüni gamitäny aìga janmäni bhavatä sakhe | 

kathaïcid api mayy abhi-mukhyaà kiïcid akäri na ||82|| 
asminn asminn ihehaiva bhave bhävé mad-unmukhaù | 

ity äçayä tavätyantaà nartito’smi sadäjïävat ||83|| 
chalaà ca na labhe kiïcid yenädyaà paripälayan | 

nibandhaà sva-kåtaà bhrätar änayämy ätmanaù padam ||84| 
tat te mayy akåpäà vékñya vyagro’nugraha-kätaraù | 

anädià setum ullaìghya tvaj-janmedam akärayam ||85|| 
çrémad-govardhane tasmin nija-priyatamäspade | 

svayam eväbhavaà täta jayantäkhyaù sa te guruù ||86|| 
kämaà dérghatamaà me’dya cirät tvaà samapürayaù | 

svasya me’pi sukhaà puñëann atraiva nivasa sthiraù ||87|| 
 
 The Lord said: "O my son! Welcome, welcome! I have been eager to see you for so 
many days! O friend! You have gone through many births, but still you did not show even 
the slightest interest in Me. In this birth you have turned towards Me, and hoping for this I 
have been constantly dancing like an ignorant person. O brother! I could not find any trick 
by which I could bring you here, violating the injunctions of the Vedas and so. O child! I 
was very upset that you ignored Me for so long. Being so eager for your mercy I violated 
the beginningless religious principles that were made by Myself and made you take birth 
near My own beloved Çré Govardhana, while I descended there as your guru, named 
Jayanta. Today you have fulfilled My long-standing desires! Just stay here and increase My 
happiness and yours!" 

Haribhakti Viläsa : 
 

träyasva bho jagannätha guro saàsära vahninä; 
dagdhaà mäà käla dañöaà ca tväm ahaà çaraëaà gataù 

 
"O Çré Guru! O embodiment of the Lord's deep compassion! Save me, who am 

scorched by the fire of material existence and grabbed by the force of time! O Lord! I am 
surrendered unto You!" (Vaiñëava tantra, Haribhakti Viläsa 1.102) 

 
rikta-päëir na paçyeta räjänaà bhiñajaà gurum  

 
“One should not see the king, a doctor or the Guru with empty hands.” 
(Småti Mahärëava, quoted in Haribhakti Viläsa 4, 343) 

 
gurur yena parityaktas tena tyaktaù purä hariù 

 
“A person who gives up the Guru has already given up Lord Hari in advance.” 

(Brahma-Vaivarta Puräëa, Haribhakti Viläsa 4.364) 
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Çréla Jéva Gosvämé, Bhakti Sandarbha 209- 

 
guru-bhaktyä sa milati smaraëät sevyate budhaiù 

milito’pi na labhyeta jévair ahamikä-paraiù 
 

„An intelligent person who practises smaraëam through devotion to the Guru will 
attain the Lord, but persons who are filled with selfishness and pride will not, even if He 
came close by.” (Brahma-Vaivarta Puräëa) 

 
Bhakti Sandarbha 237- 

 
tatra yadyapi çaraëäpattyaiva sarvaà siddhyati. çaraëaà taà prapannä ye dhyäna 

yoga vivarjitäh. te vai måtyum atikramya yänti tad vaiñëavaà padam. iti gäruòät tathäpi 
vaiçiñöya lipsuù çaktaç cet tataù bhagavac chästropadeñöåëäà bhagavan mantropadeñöåëäà 
vä çré guru-caraëänäà nityam eva viçeñataù seväà kuryät. tat prasädo hi sva sva nänä 
pratikära dustyäjyänartha hänau parama bhägavat prasäda siddhau ca mülam. 

 
 "Although all worship reaches perfection by surrendering to the Lord, since in the 

Garuòa Puräëa it is written: "Those who surrender to the Lord will transcend the mortal 
world even without practising yoga or meditation, and will attain the planet of Lord Viñëu. 
Of this there is no doubt.", still someone who desires a special perfection in worship will 
always particularly serve and worship the lotus feet of his guru, either the guru who teaches 
him the holy scriptures about the Personality of Godhead, or the guru who initiates him in 
the sacred mantras of the Personality of Godhead. The mercy of the topmost devotee is the 
root cause of destruction of those bad habits that the practitioner could hardly give up 
through many of his own endeavours."  

 
yo mantraù sa guruù säkñät yo guruù sa hariù svayam 

 
"The mantra is nondifferent from the guru and the guru is again non-different from 

the Supreme Lord Hari." (Vämana Kalpa) 
 

harau ruñöe gurus trätä gurau ruñöe na kaçcana; 
tasmät sarva prayatnena gurum eva prasädayet. 

 
“When Çré Hari is angry, Çré Guru can protect the devotee, but when the Guru is 

angry no one can save him; hence Çré Guru must be pleased by all means.” 
 

prathamaà tu guruù püjyaù tataç caiva mamärcanam 
kurvan siddhim aväpnoti hy anyathä niñphalaà bhavet 

 
« First the Guru is to be worshipped, then Me (Kåñëa). Then perfection will be 

attained and not otherwise.’ 
 

vaiñëavaà jïäna-vaktäraà yo vidyäd viñëuvad gurum  
püjayed väì-manaù-käyaiù sa çästrajïaù sa vaiñëavaù  
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çloka-pädasya vaktäpi yaù püjyaù sa sadaiva hi 
kià punar bhagavad-viñëoù svarüpaà vitanoti yaù 

 
“He who sees the Guru as equal to Viñëu and worships him with body mind and 

words is truly a knower of scripture and a Vaiñëava. He who speaks even one line of a çloka 
is ever-worshipable, what to speak of someone who bestows the true form of Lord Viñëu?” 
(Närada-païcarätra) 

 
bhaktir yathä harau me'sti tad variñöhä gurau yadi; 

mamästi tena satyena sandarçayatu me hariù 
  

"If I have more devotion for my Guru then for Çré Hari, then on the strenght of that 
truth Çré Hari will grant me His audience." (Devahüti devé in the Padma Puräëa) 

 
yathä siddha-rasa-sparçät tämraà bhavati käïcanam 

sannidhänäd guror evaà çiñyo viñëumayo bhavet 
 

“Just as copper is turned into gold by the touch of siddha-rasa, the disciple becomes 
Kåñëa-conscious by being in the company of the Guru.”  (Ägama) 

 
Bhakti Sandarbha 238 : 

 
çré gurväjïayä tat sevanävirodhena ca anyeñäm api vaiñëavänäà püjanaà çreyaù 

anyathä doñaù syät. yathä çré näradoktau - gurau sannihite yastu püjayed anyam agrataù. 
sa durgatim aväpnoti püjanaà tasya niñphalam  

“It is good to worship other Vaiñëavas only if it is on the order of Çré Guru and does 
not contradict his service. Otherwise it is a fault, as is said by Çré Närada: “Whoever 
worships others in front of the Guru attains a bad destination and his worship will be 
fruitless.” 

Bhakti Sandarbha 283 : 
 

divyaà jïänaà yato dadyät kuryät päpasya saìkñayam 
tasmäd dékñeti sä proktä deçikais tattva-kovidaiù 

ato guruà praëamyaivaà sarvasvaà vinivedya ca 
gåhëéyäd vaiñëavaà mantraà dékñä-pürvaà vidhänataù  

 
 That which bestows divine knowledge and destroys sins is called dékñä by the wise. 
Therefore one should offer obeisances to the Guru and offer him everything before 
accepting Vaiñëava-mantra-dékñä according to the rules.” (Hari Bhakti Viläsa 2.9-10) From 
Ägama 

Çréla Jéva Gosvämé comments: divyaà jïänaà hy atra çrémati mantre bhagavat-
svarüpa-jïänaà, tena bhagavatä sambandha-viçeña-jïänaà ca. “The divine knowledge is 
knowledge of the true form of God which lies in the beautiful mantra and through which 
one gains specific knowledge about one’s relationship with Him.” 
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Çréla Raghunätha Däsa Gosvämé’s Muktä-carita : 

 
näma çreñöhaà manum api çacé-putram atra svarüpaà 
rüpaà tasyägrajam uru puréà mäthuréà goñöha-bäöém 

rädhäkuëòaà girivaram aho rädhikä mädhaväçäà 
präpto yasya prathita kåpayä çré guruà taà nato'smi (4) 

 
 I bow down to my blessed Çré Guru, by whose grace I have received the greatest 
name in existence, the holy name of Kåñëa, the 18-syllable Gopäla-mantra, Çré Caitanya 
Mahäprabhu, the son of Mother Çacé, Svarüpa Dämodara, Rüpa Gosvämé, his elder brother 
Sanätana Gosvämé, the great city of Mathurä, the pastures of Vraja, Rädhäkuëòa, the best 
of mountains Govardhana, and the hope of attaining Rädhikä and Mädhava..... 
 

guru-varaà mukunda preñöhatve smara param ajasraà nanu manaù 
 

“Oh mind! Please remember that the best of spiritual teachers is dear to Lord 
Mukunda!” (Manaù Çikñä, Çréla Raghunätha däs Gosvämé, verse 2) 

 

The Guru eulogized by the Äcäryas: 
 

paränanda guro bhavat pade 
padaà mano me bhagaval labheta 
tadä nirastäkhila sädhana çramaù 

çrayeya saukhyaà bhavataù kåpätaù 
 

“O most blissful Guru! When my mind attains a place at your lotus-feet, all the 
tiresome labor of my spiritual practises (sädhana) will be finished, and by your Grace I will 
experience supreme happiness!” (Çrédhara Swämi) 

yadyapi ämära guru caitanyera däsa 
tathäpi jäniye ämé tähära prakäça  

 
 “Although my guru is the servant of Çré Caitanya, still I know him to be the Lord’s 

manifestation.” (Caitanya Caritämåta Ädi 1, 44) 

guru kåñëa rüpa hon çästrera pramäëe 
guru rüpe kåñëa kåpä korena bhaktagaëe 

 
“The guru is another form of Kåñëa, that is proven by the scriptures. Kåñëa bestows 

His mercy upon the devotees in the form of the guru.” (Caitanya Caritämåta Ädi 1, 45) 

täte kåñëa bhaje, koro gurura sevana;  
mäyä-jäla chuöe päy kåñëera caraëa 
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“Therefore, worship Kåñëa and serve the Guru. Then the net of illusion will break 
and you will attain Kåñëa’s lotus-feet.” (Caitanya Caritämåta, Madhya 22.25) 

 
Çréla Viçvanätha Cakravartépäda’s comment on Bhagavad Gétä 2.41 - 
mama çré gurüpadiñöaà bhagavat kértana smaraëa caraëa paricaraëädikam etad 

eva mama sädhanam etad eva mama sädhyam etad eva mama jévätuù sädhana sädhya 
daçayos tyaktum açakyam etad eva me kämyam etad eva me käryam etad anyaà na me 
käryaà näpyabhilañanéyaà svapne'pétyatra sukham astu duùkam västu saàsäro naçyatu vä 
na naçyatu tatra mama käpi na kñatir ityevaà niçcayätmikä buddhir akaitava bhaktäv eva 
sambhavet  

 "The devotional practise of glorifying the Lord, remembering Him and serving His 
lotus-feet, as it has been instructed to me by my spiritual master is my goal and my life. It is 
impossible for me to give this up under any circumstance. This is what I desire and this is 
my duty. I have no other duty than this and I don't desire anything else, even in dreams! It 
may make me happy, it may make me unhappy, it may liberate me from material existence 
or it may not - that makes no difference to me at all" - such firm determination is possible in 
unadulterated devotion."  
 

guru-prasädo balavän na tasmäd balavattaram 
tathäpi çravaëädiç ca kartavyo mokña-siddhaye 

 
"The Guru's mercy is most important. Nothing is more important. Still, in order to 

attain liberation one should certainly hear the glories of the Supreme Lord and serve Him 
in many ways." 
(Småti çästra quoted by Baladeva Vidyäbhüñaëa in his öékä of Vedänta sütra 3.3.45) 
 

gu-käraç cändhakäraù syät ru-kära tan nirodhakaù 
andhakära nirodhitvät gurur ityabhidhéyate. 

 
            'The syllable gu indicates darkness (nescience) and ru indicates removal of darkness 
(nescience). One who removes darkness - ignorance - is called Guru.” 
 

gu-käraçcändhakäraù syät ru-käras teja ucyate, 
ajïäna näçakaà brahma gurur eva na saàçayaù 

 
(Visvasära-tantra) 

 
            The syllable 'Gu' signifies darkness-ignorance and 'Ru' signifies light. Therefore, it is 
undoubtedly true that self-effulgent Para-brahma, whose light removes darkness-ignorance, 
is Guru.” 
 


